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Get ready for a ghoulish weekend 30 October to 1 November at 

the  District 5 Fall Conference.  Absecon Island with help from 
Kingsway & Delsea are planning a ghostly experience beginning 

with the Friday night Halloween Party.  There will be non-stop 

dancing.  Get your costumes ready as prizes will be given in sev-
eral categories (to be named later).   

 
On the serious side the Educational Conference at Cherry Hill will 

begin a new look.  Yes, we will continue to focus on our educa-

tional activities.  However, we will introduce several new topics to 
help SEO’s, instructors, and other interested squadron members 

promote boating education. 
 

First, we are going to have an all hands’ session to highlight im-

portant information and provide tools and techniques to help 
squadrons educate.  For example, we will present updates to the 

educational program, courses and seminars in one session open 
to all that were introduced last fall.  Want to learn more about 

marketing our courses?  D/Lt Paul Mermelstein, SN of the nation-
al marketing committee will give you many ideas and thoughts 

how to do it better.   

 
Next, we will present topics and seminars on familiar subjects, 

but with a different perspective.  Are your seminars not delivering 
the right information?  Come learn what makes a good seminar 

for your audience.  Cdr Mike King, AP of the Wilmington squad-

ron will tell you how to combine education with your summer 
cruising.  These topics and others will be introduced for the first 

time at this conference. 
 

Come to Cherry Hill this Halloween to learn and socialize with 

your United States Power Squadrons® family from District 5! 

 

D/Lt/C Chuck Wells, SN & Cdr Apryl Bernard, P 
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2015- 2016 District 5 Bridge  
 
 

Commander’s Message 
 

Cdr Katherine (Fuzzy) Jones, AP 

 D/5 recently held our Summer Rendezvous and Council meeting in Solomons, 
MD.  The week prior to the event was our wonderful southbound cruise named 
“Fuzzy’s Fantaseas” which was headed up by P/D/C Bernie Karpers, N.  P/D/C 
Bernie & his committee really outdid themselves with lots of fun & educational op-
portunities during the week. Also, a special thank you to D/Lt John O’Reilly, JN for 
putting together such great tours in Cambridge.   
  
Thank you D/Lt/C C. M. KIohlenberg, S and the members of Nanticoke River Sail & 
Power Squadron for chairing the event in Solomons.  The weather was great, food 
was delicious, and we all had a lot of fun. I would also like to thank everyone who 
participated in making this such a success. 
  
There are many events coming up for The United States Power Squadrons & Dis-
trict 5.  The last week in August is the National Governing Board meeting in San 
Diego, CA.  Then, D/5 will be holding our Fall Sail Regatta & Festival the weekend 
of 11 September hosted by Patapsco River Power Squadron at Maryland Yacht 
Club.  Information for both of these events can be found on the D/5 web site and in 
this issue of the Mark 5. 
  
From 29 September through 4 October the Passagemaker/Trawlerfest will be held 
at the Bay Bridge Marina, Stevensville (Kent Island).  Please let P/R/C Bob Palm-
er, SN know if you will be able to help with this event.  His e-mail is 
r2pmhp@mindspring.com.  
  
The weekend of 1 October will be the US Sailboat Show followed by the US Pow-
erboat Show the next weekend.  Please let Cdr John W. Nash, JN of the Annapolis 
Sail & Power Squadron at jwnash@commeng.com if you will be able to help out 
with these events.   
  
The Fall Educational Conference will be held in Cherry Hill, NJ the weekend of Hal-
loween, hosted by Absecon Island Power Squadron with assistance from Delsea & 
Kingsway squadrons.  Please check the D/5 website and this issue of the Mark 5 
for information on this great event.  Our D/E/O, D/Lt/C Chuck Wells, SN has sever-
al new sessions in the offing, so make your plans to attend and see what’s new. 
  
After much deliberation, it was decided at the Bridge meeting held in Solomons, 
that we will not hold a separate Officer’s Training session this year.  Instead, we 
will hold it in combination with the Spring Council & Conference in Ocean City as 
we did this past year.  The educational portion will be held beginning at 1000 that 
Friday.   
  
Always remember: “District 5, Education & Fun” .The entire Bridge and I thank you 
for your support and look forward to seeing all of you soon.  In the mean time, have 
a safe boating season. 
  
Fuzzy 

Commander  
D/C Katharine J. Jones, AP  
kjones@blueheronmail.com  
(Dundalk) (410) 827-6779  
P.O. Box 417  
Grasonville, MD 21638-0417  
Executive Officer  
D/Lt/C Randolph W. Stow, AP 
smlstow@gmail.com 
(Smith Mountain Lake) (540) 719-2367  
1746 Mallard Point Road 
Wirtz, VA 21884 
Educational Officer  
D/Lt/C Charles J. Wells, SN 
cjwglb@verizon.net 
(Rockville) (301) 571-4815 
5526 Oakmont Avenue 
Bethesda, MD  20817-3528 
Administrative Officer  
D/Lt/C C.M. Kohlenberg, S 
cmkohlenberg@yahoo.com 
(Nanticoke River) (302) 629-0687 
6065 Rivers Edge Lane 
Seaford, DE  19973 
Secretary  
D/Lt/C Beth A. Thompson, JN 
beththompson@verizon.net 
(Patapsco River) (301) 498-6653 
14226-11 Jib Street 
Laurel, MD 20707 
Treasurer  
D/Lt/C Michael Lebeduik III, JN  
tja.ml3@verizon.net  
(Delhigh) (610) 691-3348 
3925 Carter Road 
Bethlehem, PA 18020 
Asst. Educational Officer  
D/1st/Lt Frank C. Brown, AP 
Frank.brown915@gmail.com 
(Nansemond River)  (757) 279-0812 
804 Pheasant Run Drive 
Gaithersburg, MD  20878 
Asst. Administrative Officer 
D/1st/Lt Bradley D. Humphrey, JN 
brad.humphrey@adp.com 
(Kingsway) (856) 786-1632 
831 Columbia Avenue 
Palmyra, NJ  08065 
 Asst. Secretary  
D/1st/Lt M. Melvin Shralow, JN 
Melshralow@comcast.net 
(Delaware River) (610) 527-1006 
930 Montgomery Ave., Apt 101 
Bryn Mawr, PA  19010-3037 
Asst. Treasurer  
D/1st/Lt Jim Redding, P 
talship@yahoo.com 
(Dundalk) (410) 272-8534 
434 Holiday Drive 
Aberdeen, MD  21001-1813 



COME FOR THE EDUCATION, STAY FOR THE FRIENDS℠ 

 

  

DISTRICT 5 

 

5

3 



DISTRICT 5 - UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS ® - WWW.USPSD5.ORG 

 

  

4 

United States Power Squadrons
®
 

 



COME FOR THE EDUCATION, STAY FOR THE FRIENDS℠ 

 

  

DISTRICT 5 

 

5

5 



DISTRICT 5 - UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS ® - WWW.USPSD5.ORG 

 

  

6 

United States Power Squadrons
®
 

 



COME FOR THE EDUCATION, STAY FOR THE FRIENDS℠ 

 

  

DISTRICT 5 

 

5

7 

SOUTHBOUND CRUISE 2015 FUZZY’S FANTASEAS 
By P/D/C Bernie Karpers, M.D., N 

 

This report covers the Southbound Cruise 2015 which started 17 July 2015 at Rock Hall Maryland, the Sailing Empori-
um and terminated on 23 July at Solomons, Maryland with boats staying at Spring Cove Marina and Holiday Inn Mari-

na and Conference Center, the site of the District 5 Summer Rendezvous 2015. 
 

The demographics of the cruise had 17 boats participating with 14 power and 3 sail.  Seventy percent of the boats 
had diesel engines.  Thirteen squadrons participated.  They were Absecon Island, Annapolis, Cambridge, Delhigh, Del-

aware River, Dundalk, Kent Narrows, Kingsway, Mid Potomac, Miles River, Potomac River, Smith Mountain Lake and 

Wilmington.  Forty-four persons participated in the cruise. 
 

There were stops at Herrington Harbour South, Friendship Maryland, Cambridge Yacht Club and Municipal Yacht Ba-
sin, Cambridge, Maryland and Tilghman on the Chesapeake on Tilghman Island Maryland. 

 

Each afternoon at 1700 dock parties were held and hosted by the following: D/C Fuzzy and Andrew Petruska, Kathy 
and John Nash with Kathy and Bernie Karpers, P/R/C Warren Stevens assisted by Dot and Bob Frenz, Isobel Krause 

and Pat Smith, Peggy and Terry Slattery with Kathy and John Nash and Howard Cupples with visiting guests 
Marieanne and Al Ponzio.  Thank you to all who participated.  

 

Faithfully Jim Gorman reminded us each afternoon at 1700 of the daily dock parties when he fired the salute cannon 
which proclaimed to everyone in the vicinity it was five o’clock here and now! 

 
A welcome reception was provided by Cambridge Sail and Power Squadron upon our arrival at that destination.  

Thank you to squadron Commander Nancy Lee Harvey for that warm and friendly reception held under the Gazebo at 
the Yacht Club and Municipal Yacht Basin. 

 

D/Lt John O’Reilly was of great assistance, and “the go to” person at Cambridge.  He arranged our tour of Cambridge 
Historic District, the University of Maryland Science and Environmental Science Center, The Ruark Boat Works, The 

Richardson Museum and the cruise aboard the skipjack, Nathan of Dorchester.  He also arranged transportation to 
and from all of these sites. 

 

During our trip transportation via land vehicle was provided by  D/C Fuzzy Jones, Read Van Zile, Warren Marton, Chris 
Brown and Marty Lafferty. 

 
The last day of the cruise, 23 July 2015, the daily 1700 party was hosted by Betty and John Wilmot and featured the 

Wild Hat Contest and an appearance by the Kazoo Ensemble.  This party was immediately followed by a buffet style 
supper hosted by Patuxent River Sail and Power Squadron.   A sincere and most appreciated thank you to squadron 

Commander Bob Blevins and his squadron for hosting the welcome dinner for the Southbound Cruise 2015. 

During the seven days of the cruise Nancy Gorman organized the poker hand game.  A sincere thank you to Nancy 
Gorman for again organizing the poker game.    

 
Thank you to all who participated, and we hope you will join the cruise next year.  We hope to see you at the Sail 

Regatta and Fall Festival in September 2015.  Come and sail or fish with the 2015 Southbound Cruisers of Fuzzy’s 

Fantaseas. 
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2016 D/5 SPRING CONFERENCE – SAVE THE DATE 
 

“EDUCATION AND FUN” 
 

By P/C Steven Dalgarno, N, Dundalk  Sail and Power Squadron 
 

The 2016 D/5 Spring Conference will again be held at the Princes Royale Hotel in Ocean 
City, MD, and will take place on the weekend of 31 March – 3 April 2016. 
 
A number of exciting events and special activities are being planned, along with lots of 
workshops, seminars, awards presentation, meetings, cocktail parties, and more.  Did I men-
tion the cocktail parties? 
 
Please plan to join us for the world’s most famous Friday night Squadron hospitality suite 
“Pub Crawl.”  Celebrate the successes and accomplishments of fellow D/5 and squadron 
members, and learn about what’s being planned for the District for 2016.   
 
The Spring Conference hits at exactly the same time that the cold and nasty weather brings 
cabin fever to a high pitch, and offers the opportunity to break out, be in a warm environ-
ment, and have fun with the best friends, obviously fellow boaters, that you will ever have, 
and better yet, gives you the absolutely best place to start your planning for the 2016 boating 
season. 
 
Please mark 31 March – 3 April 2016 on your calendars, and we’ll see you there!  
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Honoring the Captain and Crew of the USCS Robert J. Walker 
 

On 21 June a group of dedicated divers, US Coast 
Guard Honor Guard, Captain Steve Nagiewicz, co-
director of the Robert J. Walker Mapping Project, Inlet 
Public/Private Association (IPPA) Executive Director 
Jean Muchanic, NOAA Rear Admiral Gerd Glang, a 
group of onlookers including United States Power 
Squadrons members Betty Byerly, Britne Bernard, & 
David & Nancy Bernard, and Master of Ceremonies 
Dr. James P. Delgado, director of maritime heritage 
for NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, 

gathered to honor the captain and crew members who perished off the coast of New Jersey on 
USCS ship Robert J. Walker. 
 
The Walker, after taking over a million depth soundings (all by hand with a lead line) in the Gulf of 
Mexico in the Florida and Louisiana area, studying the movements of the gulf stream on the east 
coast was enroute to New York from Norfolk, VA when on the night of 21 June, 1860 in heavy 
weather it collided with the schooner, Fanny, about 16 miles off of Atlantic City.  The Walker man-
aged to get four miles closer to land guided by the newly constructed Absecon Light before suc-
cumbing to wind, waves and damage from the collision.  Twenty-one hands were lost with the 
ship.  One crew member who made it to shore died the next day due to injuries.  The loss of the 
Walker was the single largest loss of life in the history of the United States Coast Survey and its 
successor NOAA.  Her loss was overshadowed by the coming conflict that would tear our country 
in half for the next five years and was lost to history.  The fate of the schooner, Fanny, is un-
known. 
 
The Walker was discovered by a group of hard-
core divers, but was listed as an unknown wreck 
until some interested people from NOAA started to 
do research, including interviewing local divers 
and diving at the site of the wreck itself.  Through 
this research it was determined that the wreck 
was indeed the Robert J. Walker.  It was identified 
by its unique Lighthalls lever half beam condens-
ing steam engines and several other artifacts from 
local divers. 
 
 
 
The Walker was built in Pittsburgh, PA 27 November 1847 by the Strackhouse and Tomlinson ship-
yard for the US Revenue service but was transferred to the Coast Survey.  She was 125’ long and 

https://www.facebook.com/robertjwalkershipwreck
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had a beam of 26’.  Her hull was made of iron and grossed 358 tons and was a side wheeler.  She 
was one of the first US government’s iron-hulled ships.  She was captained by Lt. John J. Guthrie. 
The crew lost were Marcus (or Marquis) Buoneventa, ward-room steward; Michael M. Lee, ship's 
cook, (colored); James Patterson, ward-room cook, (colored); Henry Reed, second mate; Timothy 
O'Connor, second gunner; John Driscol, seaman; Michael Olman, seaman; George W. Johnson, son 
of Mr. Johnson, the actor; Charles Miller, ordinary seaman; Robert Wilson, seaman; John M. 
Brown, captain of after guard; Jeremiah Coffee, cooper; Cornelius Crow, landsman; John Farren, 
fireman; James Farren, fireman; Samuel Sizer, fireman; 
George Price, fireman; Joseph Bache, fireman; Daniel 
Smith, fireman; Peter Conway, fireman.  They all gave 
their lives in the service of their country. 
 
Rear Admiral Glang gave a moving eulogy commemorat-
ing the captain and crew lost in the tragedy and a bell 
was tolled for each crewman.  He also described the im-
portance of the work performed by the ship and crew for 
commerce and future boaters plying these waters. 

 
The Memorial Dedication was held at the Absecon Lighthouse 
whose beacon guided the Walker on the fateful night and 
was emceed by Dr. Delgado with several divers speaking as 
well as other contributors.  A compass rose and plaque were 
dedicated at the event.  The dedication was coincidently held 
on Father’s Day reminding us that so many fathers went to 
sea never to be seen again by the their sons and daughters. 
 
Today the Walker can be dived upon by all recreational di-

vers, however, no artifacts may be taken. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

D/Lt David R. Bernard, AP 
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D/5 Summer Council/Rendezvous Wrap-up 
D/Lt/C C.M. Kohlenberg, S 

 
I would like to extend a thank you for all of the great e-mails, letters/cards, and phone calls I have 
received since the Summer Council/Rendezvous as well as the positive comments made during the 
event.   There were also some lessons learned, and I have noted them as a pass down item for 
future Summer Council/Rendezvous events.  A thanks to those thoughtful members who noticed 
and pointed out area(s) that are candidates for improvement.   
 
The plan was to have a relaxed and casual D/5 event where our members could enjoy a weekend 
of D/5 comradery.  Seeing members and their families enjoying the pools or sitting in a comforta-
ble chair with a “comfortable” drink talking about boating may indicate that goal was reached.  
The tone was set on Thursday night when Team Pax (Patuxent Squadron) hosted the get together 
at Spring Cove Marina.  
 
Members attending the luau on Friday night under the Drum Point Lighthouse at the Calvert Ma-
rine Museum experienced an Aloha Solomons event with pleasant weather and great food provid-
ed by the professional staff from Bailey’s Catering.  The luau atmosphere was enhanced by Briana 
and Ralphie (Ralph & Nance Bernard’s grandchildren) passing out leis.  It is refreshing to see chil-
dren having fun at our events. 
 
Saturday morning started at the Calvert Marine Museum with the Flag Raising Ceremony followed 
by the Summer Council meeting. Laura Magdeburger from Patuxent River was a super star in co-
ordinating the events at the Calvert Marine Museum including behind the scenes tour of the Muse-
um where she also works.  The tour was so popular that Laura graciously conducted a second 
tour.  Thanks to Barbara Walter from Patuxent River for arranging the hands on operation of the 
model boats plus her accomplishments in pre-event coordination and sage advice.  
 
The weekend wrapped up at the Holiday Inn with a buffet.  The Holiday Inn proved to be very ac-
commodating with our requests.  
 
In addition to those D/5 members already mentioned, I would like to say thank you to members of 
Patuxent River: Bob & Lenore Blevins, Craig Bretz, Kay Simkins; Nanticoke River: Judy Kohlenberg, 
Peter & Natasha Singleton, Judy Martin; Rockville: Chuck Wells; Dundalk: John Hall, Bernie Karp-
ers for a memorable D/5 Southbound Cruise (FUZZY’S FANTASEAS). 
 
If you did not mark your calendar for the Summer Council for 23-26 July 2015 and missed Aloha 
Solomons, we will issue you a rain check for next year.  We plan on seeing you all at next year’s 
Summer Council/Rendezvous and hopefully sooner at upcoming D/5 events.  
 
                                                  The More the Merrier. 
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Mark 5 Staff 

 
Editor 
 
 D/Lt Apryl J. Bernard, P 
 aprylber@msn.com 
 (Absecon Island) (609) 432-7449 
 1127 Riverside Drive 
 Mays Landing, NJ  08330 
 
Staff 
 Reporter 
 D/Lt Micky McNelis, P (Dundalk) 
  
 Readers 
 D/Lt Gail Becker, S (Patapsco River) 
 D/Lt Virginia Brown, P (Delhigh) 
 D/Lt Walter Lazear, AP (No. Virginia) 
 R/C Kathryn Simkins, AP  
         (Patuxent River) 
 D/Lt Bea Norris, P (Delhigh) 
 D/Lt Nance Bernard (Absecon Island) 
 D/Lt Rhoda Shralow, S (Delaware River) 
 
Photographers 
 
 D/Lt Sari Lafferty, AP (Kent Narrows) 
 D/Lt Nikki Lebeduik, (Delhigh) 
 D/Lt Stu Myers, AP (Annapolis) 
 D/Lt Britne Bernard, P (Absecon Island)  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

11-13 Sept Sail Regatta/Fishing MD Yacht Club, Rock Creek 

 

1-4 Oct Trawler Festival Harborview Marina 

  Baltimore, MD 

 

1-4 Oct Atlantic City In-Water  Farley State Marine 

 Boat Show Atlantic City, NJ 

 

8-12 Oct US Sailboat Show Annapolis, MD 

 

15-18 Oct US Powerboat Show Annapolis, MD  

 

30 Oct-1 Nov District 5 Fall Conference Cherry Hill, NJ 

 

14 Nov 20th Annual Land Navigation Delhigh PS 

 Contest 

 

14 Feb 2016 United States Power Squadrons 

 Annual Meeting Orlando, FL 

   

Past & present district Commanders; L-R:  P/R/C Warren Stevens, SN, P/D/C 
Norman Franck, SN, P/D/C L. Chris Brown, JN, Cdr Fuzzy Jones, AP,  
P/D/C J. Brian Becker, AP, P/D/C Jeff McKinney, JN, Stf/C Ralph Bernard, AP 
and P/D/C Bernie Karpers, JN 


